
 Max-Planck-Institut für Eisenforschung 

Press Release 

Chamber of Industry and Commerce honours Max-Planck-Institut für 
Eisenforschung 

On Tuesday, the 27th of February 2018, Marion Hörsken, head of the department “In-
dustry, Innovation and Environment” of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce in 
Düsseldorf, awarded the Max-Planck-Institut für Eisenforschung (MPIE) for outstand-
ing services in the education of young talents and on the occasion of the 100th anniver-
sary of the institute. “The promotion of young people in research and apprenticeship is 
of particular importance to the institute, thus this award is a special honour to us. We 
hope that we can further strengthen the scientific network of the Düsseldorf area to-
gether with the Chamber of Commerce and our partners from academia and industry”, 
said Dr. Kai de Weldige, head of administration at the MPIE. 
 
The MPIE received already several awards for its excellent apprenticeship. The insti-
tute’s trainers were honoured multiple times by the Chamber of Commerce for their 
distinguished services and the extraordinary achievements of the apprentices were also 
awarded by the Chamber of Commerce as well as by the Max Planck Society. 
 
Next to the training of young scientists, the MPIE offers apprenticeships in six differ-
ent fields: In two dual study programmes, the institute trains chemical laboratory assis-
tants for the practical work in laboratories and prepares mathematical-technical soft-
ware developers for the work in software and system houses.  
 
Furthermore, the MPIE trains IT specialists for the labour market in the IT sector and 
offers an apprenticeship for materials testers, which combines the practical use of ma-
chines with analytical work, e.g. the measurement and analysis of different materials 
properties. 
 
In an extensive commercial training, the apprentices learn diverse administrative func-
tions and have the opportunity to start a career, e.g. as assistant to the management or 
in secretary’s offices afterwards.  
 
In the area of handicraft, the MPIE offers an apprenticeship for industrial mechanics, 
which provides the graduates with the skills to enter professional life in companies of 
nearly every industrial branch. 
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The Max-Planck-Institut für Eisenforschung GmbH (MPIE) conducts basic research on metallic alloys and relat-
ed materials to enable progress in the fields of mobility, energy, infrastructure, medicine and safety. It is fi-
nanced by the Max-Planck Society and the Steel Institute VDEh. In this way, basic research is amalgamated with 
innovative developments relevant to applications and process technology.  
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Marion Hörsken, head of the department 
"Industry, Innovation and Environment" of 
the Chamber of Industry and Commerce, 
together with Dr. de Weldige, head of ad-
ministration at the Max-Planck-Institut für 
Eisenforschung, during the granting of the 
certificate for outstanding services in the 
education of young talents and on the occa-
sion of the 100th anniversary of the institute. 
Copyright: Max-Planck-Institut für Eisen-
forschung GmbH 

David Mayweg, doctoral student at the Max-
Planck-Institut für Eisenforschung, explains 
to Marion Hörsken the research with the 3D 
atom probe, an instrument, which makes it 
possible to analyse the atomic structure of 
materials. Copyright: Max-Planck-Institut 
für Eisenforschung GmbH 
 


